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TEST 8 
 

1. When I've completed packing,…………  
 
A) I needn't have hired a taxi and paid 

such a high fare 
B) I would rather call a taxi than give 

him any inconvenience 
C) my brother gave me a lift .to the 

airport 
D) they have been trying to find the 

quickest way . 
E)  all the other waiting for me in the hotel lobby 
 
 

2. ………, but from then on the rate increases 
steadily. 
 
A) Research has shown that about 30 

per cent of lung cancer is associated 
with atmospheric pollution 

B) Each year about 18,000 men and 
3,000 women die from cancer of the 
lung 

C) It's surprising that the rate of 
deaths from cancer among women 
is increasing even faster than 
among men 

D) Women clearly suffer less than men 
from lung cancer because they 
smoke less 

E) Lung cancer is not an important 
cause of death before the age of thirty-five 

    

 
3. Despite remarkable economic achievements in 

the country. ........ . 
 
A) the rate of inflation has fallen 

dramatically 
B) companies now feel that the 

outlook is much brighter 
C) there has been a series of political 

and social difficulties in recent 
months 

D) many consumers have the 
confidence to start spending again 

E) unemployment is becoming much 
less of a worry 

 
 

4. His anxiety grew bigger ……… . 
 
A) for he ‘s seen that the solutions are 

beyond his capabilities 
B) as he realised how little his chance 

of getting the job was 
C) and he'd hoped to be able to settle 

things quickly 
D) although there was no possibility to 

improve the situation 
E) having heard the news through a 

close friend 
  
 

5. ………….., it's advisable to do some  market 
research before taking any steps . 

 
A) Unless you were an accomplished 

executive 
B) Providing that you have fully 

analysed all aspects of the plan 
C) Before you bought the appliance 

you saw first 
D) If you've decided to invest in a new 

business 
E)  When there was a possibility that 

prices might vary greatly  
 
6. Immediately  the news  of the accident     

reached the hospital, ........ . 
 

A) ambulances began to leave for the 
spot one after another 

B) extra doctors and nurses are 
brought into the casualty ward 

C) the newspapers and TV have got 
hold of the story 

D) The emergency services had been 
brought to the scene 

E) a bystander sent for a-couple of 
ambulances from the hospital 

 
7. He'll soon realise that the longer he 

continues to show off, …… .  
 

A) the more modest he'll appear 
B) it won't make a good impression 
C) the more friends he lost  
D) many people will lose interest. 
E) the less popular he'll become 

 
8. ……., he seems quite surprised to hear 

people complaining about it . 
 

A) When he hadn't found anything 
wrong with the service 

B) Because the delay to the train didn't 
bother him at all 

C) As he himself has never felt any ill 
effects after flying 

D) Since he considers the alterations 
to the department an improvement 

E) Whereas the conditions have never 
been acceptable 

 
9. ……… for without them we would be 

isolated within the family unit. 
 

A) We shouldn't be too eager to break 
away from our roots    

B) The desire for independence 
indicates our increasing maturity 

C)  Friends are a basic need in our lives 
D) External pressures push us back 

to the security of our homes 
E) Companionship must be sought in 

many circles 
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10. Living in this coastal town for many years …… .
  
 
A) the fishing boats and their skippers 

were well known to him 
B) his face is familiar to the tourists 

who come year after year 
C) they are finding it hard to 

understand the locals' dependence 
    on the sea      
D)  his pleasure drawn from the beauty 
      of the area had never diminished  
E) he knows closely the turns of the tide and the  
     treachery of the sea 
 

11. The threat of flooding increases …… . 
 
A) and the dam would not be enough 

to hold back the waters 
B) as the global temperature and sea 

levels rise 
C) thus, the fields have been under 

water for many days now 
D) for the rains had been unusually 

heavy that year 
E) but the inhabitants were 

well-prepared for such a disaster 
 

12. Nobody had been able to persuade him …… . 
 
A) how important can it be to relax 

after a stressful day 
B) that it has been necessary for him 

to give up alcohol altogether 
C) why his cough is primarily caused 

by his habit of smoking  
D) not to take up such a vigorous 

sport in his weakened condition  
E) about the harm such a limited diet 

   may cause to his health   
 

13. You'll hardly recognise our office ……… . 
 
A) when it has been redecorated and 

equipped with the latest machinery 
B) in case you have only been there 

once previously 
C) if you had visited it several years ago 
D) after so many new members of staff 

were being recruited 
E) providing it stays the same under 

the new management 
 

14. ……… yet each has failed to find out what her 
trouble is. 
 
A) She had discussed the problem 

with everyone she knew 
B) She's been to three medical centres 

for consultations  
C) The mechanic looked the car over 

thoroughly    
D)  The psychologists couldn't reach 
      any agreement about her 
E)  Both parents have spoken to the teacher  
     about their son's behaviour 
 

15. ……… , we intend to book one in the 
mountains this year. 

 
A)  Since we enjoyed skiing so much on 

our first attempt  
B)  Because there are so many 

beautiful chalets for sale 
C) While we had such a good Alpine 

trip last year 
D) As we've become fed up with 

holidays in coastal towns 
E) So that we can make the most of 
     the clean air and spectacular views 

 
16. Impressed with the third applicant's 

qualifications,…………….. 
 

A) the decision about whom to choose 
has been made much easier 

B) she didn't have the experience to 
back them up 

C) the others all had equally good 
qualities 

D) the job offer was immediately put 
into writing    

E) the manager didn't continue with 
the other interviews 

 
17. In order not to fall behind the worldwide 

competition ,…… . 
 

A) the domestic market was seen as a 
safer bet 

B) the event is made too difficult for 
most to enter 

C) the company found itself under the 
threat of bankruptcy 

D) wealthy nations deprive poorer 
ones of talented people  . 

E)  there's no necessity to expand any 
further 

 
18. It is more than five years …… . 
 

A) that I am living away from my hometown 
B) as it is such a slow process 
C) she had been travelling round the 

world 
D) since her father handed the 

company over to her control 
E) when they'll have finished building 

the dam 
 
19. As well as being an easily-stored and 

nutritionally-balanced food staple ……. . 
 

A)  bacteria can easily germinate in 
dairy products 

B) grain crops adapt to virtually any 
growing climate or season 

C) the revenue from milk had enabled 
the farmer to expand 

D) but also thousands of people 
simply enjoy the taste 

E) junk food has brought about a 
vitamin deficiency in many adolescents 
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20. The age of imagination is the time ......... . 
 
A) whose ability to escape into a 
  dream world was at its peak 
B) and artistic qualities are likely to emerge 
C) when the child adds unrealities on to fact 
D) that one becomes aware of 

practicalities and one's responsibilities 
E) so it should never be disregarded 
 

21. He regarded his friend's attitude towards the o ld 
lady ……. .  
 
A) who is slightly confused by the; 

 situation and liable to panic 
B) as being one of the worst displays 

of ill manners he'd ever seen 
C) that she hadn't done anything to 

which he could take offence 
D) where such kindness to one so 

frail was rarely seen 
E) when it was quite clear that it had 

been nothing more than a  
misunderstanding 

       
22. ……… so they now provide a very uneven 

surface to walk on. 
 
A) The council workers had dug up 

the road to lay gas pipes 
B) They're still considering what they 

will do with the waste land 
C) Severe weather during the winter 

has greatly damaged the 
pavements 

D) These shoes are the most 
uncomfortable I've ever had' 

E) They used a large rolling machine 
to level the ground 

 
23. It's almost two decades ……………. 

 
A) but in actual fact it was really only 

about twenty years 
B) while he has been trying to 

complete his research project 
C) because she remembers every 

detail as clearly as if it was yesterday 
D)  since they won all that money and 

changed their lifestyle  
E)  during the time that was spent 

compiling the data 
 

24. She couldn't have stood a chance over the other 
applicants ……. .  
 
A) even though there were far better 

qualified ones than her 
B) for she was better prepared and 

more ready to anticipate the 
questions 

C) despite having the least experience 
of anyone present 

D) whereas the interview panel were 
impressed .with her immediately 

E) if she hadn't demonstrated her 
qualifications satisfactorily 

25. ………, they also provide recreation and 
entertainment . 

 
A) Not only does television keep us  

informed about world events 
B) Despite the expense of theme 

parks, such as Disneyland 
C) Although the primary aim of 

shopping centres is convenience    
D) The computer can be utilized in 

countless different ways 
E) Sports centres have increased in    

popularity recently 
  
 
26. She is probably going to lose all her money 

…… . 
 

A) unless she stops investing it in 
such a disrespected company 

B) being more liable to failure than 
most ventures 

C) furthermore it would be better to 
put it into a high interest account 

D) because there is a very good 
chance of making a profit 

E) as she had anticipated the recent    
collapse of  the stock market 

 
 
 
27. Advertisements directed towards children 

are usually more effective ......... . 
 

A) due to the greater spending power 
of this section of the population 

B) although they are clear and easily 
understood and get their message 
across 

C) for it is at this time of the day that 
there are the most viewers 

D)  however, they are more likely to believe  
      everything they see or read 
E)  as they are easily prompted to persuade 

the parents to buy certain products 
   
 
 
28. Famine and drought are among the 

problems in the world …………. 
 
 

A) that seem to remain insoluble in 
the near future 

B) which is directly caused by man's 
mismanagement of the environment    

C) where malnutrition and its 
associated diseases could so easily 
be avoided 

D) however many precautions we try 
to take 

E)  what many of us, living in 
developed countries, believe will 
never happen to us 
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29. When speaking to the deaf, ……… . 
 
A) the problem may be one of 

misinterpret hand signals or 
gestures 

B) it is apparently easier to lip-read 
from a woman from a man 

C) you should face them directly and 
enunciate clearly 

D) slow speech is as difficult to follow 
as very rapid speech 

E) they do not appreciate being treated as  
    if they were stupid 
 

30. I had to lift my son to my shoulder …….. . 
 
A) since the weight of my shopping 

was too much to bear 
B) so that he could see the parade 

better 
C) as long as he gets nervous walking 

in crowded places 
D) then he'll be able to get the ball out 

of the tree     
E) in spite of his not being tall enough 

 to see over the wall 
 

31. ..….., prices actually do not vary greatly. 
 
A) While there is an enormous difference  
        in cost between the two tours 
B) Rather than waste time trying to 

find a bargain 
C)  Because of the speed at which inflation is rising 
D) As most stores in a shopping centre 

cater to people of the same income level     
E) Even though the quality of service 
       is identical 
    

32. ….… if she can persuade her parents. 
 
A) She would have invited more people 

to her party 
B) She will be extremely disappointed 
C) They were hoping to be able to 

borrow the car 
D) He'd take her to the local casino 
E) She'd like to spend next year 

abroad 
  

33. ……….. until we listened to him in the opening 
session of the conference. 
 
A) Nobody knows where his theory 

emerged from 
B) He welcomed all the delegates who 

had travelled long distances 
C)  We hadn't realised he was such a good 

speaker 
D) None of us have ever actually 

heard his voice before 
E)  He had prepared a hard-hitting, 

forceful speech 
 
 
 

34. Having found his apartment door open and 
the place in a mess, ............. 

 
A) the cleaners had obviously not 

done what they were paid for 
B) he knew immediately that someone 

had been there 
C) the pictures had been smashed 

and all the drawers emptied 
D) the police arrived shortly 

call and investigated 
E) it was difficult to remember 

had been locked 
 
 
 
 
35. ….…. as you are drawn into the unknown. 
 

A) Wildlife documentaries bring 
distant lands into our homes 

B) Maps of unfamiliar territory 
provide great pleasure 

C) You should make an effort to 
revisit your childhood play areas 

D) The further we went, the more 
certain I was we were lost 

E) You seemed very excited at the 
prospect of the safari 

 
 
 
 

  
36. Before everyone was fully aware of the 

dangers, …… . 
 

A) the police have evacuated the area 
and called in the-emergency 
services 

B) nobody would have ignored the 
threats to their safety 

C) warnings must be posted where 
they can be clearly seen 

D) it will be too late to prevent 
casualties from occurring 

E) pollution had become a major 
threat to the environment 

 
 
 

  
37. She wondered, upon learning the decision 

…… .  
 

A)  that they hadn't informed her earlier 
B)  If all the factors  will be taken  into account 
C) what the board's criteria had been 
D) how many times had he acted like 

this before 
E) to leave or try to find a new position 
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38. ……….; however, they realise that solar 
technology is still in its infancy. 
 
A) Scientists believe that heat from 

the sun is an important new 
source of energy 

B) Most of the houses had been 
adapted to using the sun's rays to 
heat water    

C) Many calculators will not work in 
dark rooms 

D) Very few of the houses in the 
village had even got running water 

E) Research is still being done into 
the possibility of harnessing wind 
power 

 
39. The nurse had told him …… . 

 
A)  to have the doctor sign his release 

papers before he leaves  
B)  not to remove the thermometer 

until she came back 
that he'll have to stay in hospital 
for at least 49 hours 

C) worrying about the operation can 
only make it worse 

D) if he'd needed anything during the 
night 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40. …..…,  nobody in his neighbourhood was 
entirely convinced . 

 
A) Having spent many hours trying to 

persuade them 
B) Although the evidence clearly 

proved his innocence 
C) Besides the mayor's proposal to 

reconstruct the area 
D) During the discussions which are 

to be held by local residents 
E) After he's told them all the details 

of his plan 
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