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Your sister has just passed her driving
test. You phone her up to congratulate
her and say:

A) It's great that you can drive me to

work.

You're very lucky the weather
conditions were so good.

I'm very relieved you didn't fail

again.

You deserved to pass after practising so
hard. Well done.

I'm sure you'll be successful next time

B)
C)
D)
E)
Your fourteen year old sister is about to
go out to a party. You notice that she has
borrowed your mother's make-up. You
know your mother will be furious if she

finds out, so, warning her, you say:

A)
B)

Mum will kill you when 1 tell her!
Does Mum know that you've been
using her make-up?

You're far too young to be wearing
make-up.

Do all your friends wear as much
make-up as you?

You'd better be careful that Mum
doesn't notice

C)
D)

E)

You are at a friend's house watching TV.
You notice that he is sitting very close to
the screen and appears to be straining
his eyes. Concerned for him, you say:

A) Why don't you buy a bigger
television?

The last time | had my eyes tested
was in school.

This programme really isn't worth
watching.

Perhaps you ought to go to the
optician's.

Would you like to borrow my
glasses for a while?

B)
C)
D)

E)

4. You are at home, but busy writing a report

for work. You particularly want to get it
finished. Your flat mate comes in and asks
for another friend's telephone number. You
have it but it is in the drawer in your
bedroom where you keep private things.
Not wanting to appear rude, you say:

A) It'sin my room, but | don't want
you to look through my stuff.
B) If you give me ten minutes, I'll go

and get it for you.
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C) Look, this report is really important.
Can't you wait?

It's upstairs, in my room, but I'm too
busy to go and get it

Would you mind not me in future,

please?

D)

E)

You are in a cafe with a friend who starts,
yet again, to moan about his job. You
sympathize with him, but you're fed up
with listening to him, as you know he
never actually tries to do anything to help
himself. You say:

A) Oh no! Are things still that bad?
How can you stand it?

Please don't tell me any more
about this, as 1 don't want to
know.

Why don't you look for a new
position, instead of complaining all
the time?

You're lucky to have a job at all.
Thousands of people would be
grateful for it.

Look, I'm not interested in your
problems! I've got enough of my
own.

B)

C)

D)

E)

Your friends are visiting your house and
admiring the way it has been redecorated.
For some reason, they believe you did the
work yourself which you didn't. However,
you are enjoying the compliments, so, not
wanting to disillusion them nor to actually
lie, you say:

A) Well, | was quite surprised how
well it turned out myself.

Sorry to disappoint you, but |
actually had it done professionally.
Yes. | have made a good job of it,
haven't I?

Well, | must admit | had a bit of
help doing the kitchen.

You don't seriously think | could
have done this, do you?

B)
C)
D)

E)
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You are in a supermarket, queuing for the
cash-desk. The woman in front of you has
a trolley full of shopping. As soon as the
cashier begins to serve her, she starts
going back into the shop to get more
items. She has done this several times
and you are extremely irritated, so you
say:

A) Would you mind if | went first as |
don't have many things?

B) Oh, it's so irritating when you get
to the rash-desk and realize you've
forgotten something.

C) When you go the next time, could
you get me a packet of tea, please?

D) You'd probably find it helpful to
write a shopping list before leaving
home.

E) You should wait until you have got
all your shopping before lining up.

A new couple have just moved into the
flat next to yours, and are busy sorting
out their belongings. You go round to
welcome them and say:

A) | was wondering if | could borrow
some coffee — I've run out.

B) I'd be grateful if you wouldn't play
your music loudly in the evenings.

C) | hope you'll like it here. Can | do
anything to help?

D) What a mess. It'll take hours to
clear this up.

E) I'm sure you'll like your flat but I'm
afraid the drains and the heating
don't work properly.

You are at a party, but not having a very
good time. Everyone else is drunk but
you are driving home so you have drunk
soft drinks all evening. The host offers
you a glass of champagne but you have
to refuse it, saying:

A) |don't suppose there's any red
wine instead?

B) I'd love to, but I'm afraid I've got the
car with me.

C) I'm sorry, | never touch alcohol.

D) Well, I'll just have one, thanks, but
then | really have to leave.

E) Sorry. | have to drive back so I'd
butter not drink too much.
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You are on holiday in a foreign country,
exploring an ancient monument. A
mysterious staircase makes you very
curious but there is a sign next to it in a
language you don't understand. You want
the guide to explain it, and say:

A) Excuse me, does this sign say no
entry?

B) I'm just going to see what's up
here.

C) This sign looks official so I'd better
not go past it.

D) Do you know where this staircase
leads to?

E) Look at this sign. Which language
isitin?

You have gone back, after several years
to visit a former teacher of yours who was

also a friend of your family's. Before
catching up on all the gossip, you want to

tell her how well she is looking, and say:

A) What happened about that scandal
in school?

B) Teaching must be a hard job; it's
put years on you.

C) You know, you haven't changed a
bit. You look exactly as | remember.

D) It's wonderful to see you again after
all this time.

E) My mother asked me to give you
her best wishes.

You are in the supermarket. It is very
busy and you are waiting at the
delicatessen. The old lady in front of you
is about to be served when another
customer pushes in and demands the
assistant's attention. You don't think this
is fair, and say :

A) |don't mean to he rude, but | think
it was my turn next.

B) It's annoying having to wait in a
queue when you're in a hurry, isn't.
it?

C) If you'd asked, | would have let you
in behind me.

D) Excuse me, | think this lady was
just going to buy something.

E) Ican't blame you, for | was about to do
the same myself.
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You regularly visit your favorite
restaurant and always have fish soup.
This time however, the soup is not on the
menu. You want to find out the reason
they've stopped serving it and say to the
waiter:

A) Can | have the tomato soup
instead, please?

B) Fish soup is very healthy. | think
you should put it back on the
menu.

C) The price of fish has gone up
recently, hasn't it?

D) If you don't serve it any more, could
I have the recipe?

E) Ithought the soup was delicious.
Wasn't it popular enough with the
other customers?

. You are on a very long train journey and

have fallen asleep. You wake up, but not
knowing where the train is, you turn to
the person nest to you and say:

A) How long does this journey take
exactly?

B) Have | been asleep for a long time?

C) Are you sure | haven't missed my
stop?

D) What's the final destination of this
train?

E) Do you know which station we
come to next?

You and your young son, Peter, are

visiting your elderly aunt. She is
out of the room when your son
accidentally breaks a vase. Knowing

that your aunt will probably be very cross
with  your son, you decide to
take the blame yourself, and say to her :

A) It was very careless of me — let me
buy you a new one.

B) Don't worry I'm sure it wasn't very
expensive.

C) It wasn't Peter's fault. The vase
was too near the edge of the table.

D) Ididn't mean to let Peter break it
so please don't be angry with him.

E) Children are often clumsy at
Peter's age but they can't help it.
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You have just moved into your new
house, but the removal men have put all
the bedroom furniture into, the room you
intended to be the lounge, even though
you clearly explained what you wanted.
You are fed up with their inefficiency and
say crossly:

A) This isn't the lounge. How dare you
disobey my orders!

B) Rearrange the furniture in this
room quickly or I'll tell your boss.

C) Why didn't you listen properly?
You'll just have to move it all into
the other room.

D) I'm afraid | really wanted the
bedroom furniture in this room.

E) I'm paying a lot of money for this
and I'd be grateful if you do as | say.

You are at the coach station and about to
leave on holiday but you can't find your
ticket in panic you turn to your friend and
say:

A) What have you done with my
ticket?

B) Never mind, I'll just have to buy
another one.

C) I've lost my ticket. Can | have
yours?

D) I can't think where else to look.
Whatever shall | do?

E) Honestly, I'm hopeless. I'm forever
losing things.

You are having a dinner party tonight for
quite a lot of people. Your friend has just
rung to say she can't come. However, you
think she is just nervous about meeting
new people, so, trying to persuade her
gently, you say:

A) | know you're no good at talking to
people, so you could just sit and
listen.

B) Oh, do come. Honestly, everyone
else is really nice and you've
already met a couple of them.

C) |thought we were friends — you
could at least make an effort.

D) I'd like you to come, but | know
you don't really want to.

E) You know, shyness is a problem
you should confront, not hide from
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You are in the supermarket. A woman is
trying to take a product from the top
shelf but can't quite reach. An assistant
is standing very near but is ignoring
her. Reaching for it yourself for her, you
say loudly, hoping to embarrass the
assistant:

A) I've often found that the staff here
aren't very helpful.

B) If I were you, | wouldn't buy that
product.

C) It must be awful being so short

D) It's ridiculous having such high
shelves.

E) You shouldn't be ashamed of
asking for help, you know.

. You are walking through a beautiful

wood near your house when your friend
discovers a sign saying the land is
going to be sold and have houses built
on it. You are determined to prevent
this if possible and say:

A) That's a real shame — I've been
coming here since | was a child.

B) This is terrible! Someone should do
something to stop them.

C) Don't worry. I'm pretty sure this
area is protected by law.

D) They can't do this! Let's start by
writing to the newspapers.

E) The whole town will be furious
when they find out.

Although you don't like animals, you
are walking your friend's beloved
dog as a favor. Unfortunately it tries to
attack a passer-by. You are upset, but
don't wish to accept any responsibility
for the dog, so you say;

A) | hate this dog. He's always doing
things like this.

B) Oh I'm so sorry. | should have
controlled*him more firmly.

C) Are you alright? He doesn't belong
to me, but | do apologize on behalf
of his owner.

D) He's not my dog, 'but you can have
him, if you want.

E) I'm sorry, but you should have kept
out of the way. | can hardly
manage him.
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You tell your friend that you are going to

see a particular film at the cinema that
evening. She, apparently, has already
seen it and starts to tell you the plot. Not

wishing to have your evening spoilt, you

say:

A) It doesn't sound as good as I'd hoped.
B) Why don't you come with me and
we can watch it together?
C) Don'ttell me! I think | can guess
what happens!
D) What did you really think of the film?
E) Don't say any more! I'll find out for
myself.

Your parents have gone away for the
weekend and all your friends have come
round for a largo party. The house is in a
complete mess, and your parents have
just phoned to say they'll be home in half
an hour. You know they'll be furious if
they find out what's going on, so you turn

to everyone and say:

A) Quick! Everyone go home! Maybe
my parents won't notice.

B) Everybody stop dancing and start
tidying up before it's too late!

C) We've only got thirty minutes left,
so make the most of it!

D) Turn the music down and hopefully
they won't suspect a thing!

E) Let's turn the lights off and pretend
no one is at home.

You are on a car journey. Your friend is
driving and you are navigating. You are
driving through the busy centre of a
strange city and your friend is getting
very .tense and impatient with map
reading. Wanting to pacify and reassure
her you say

A) Just calm down! | don't know what
you're getting so upset about.
B) If you-didn't panic so much, the
journey would be a lot more pleasant.
C) Map-reading is quite tricky you
know. | mean, you've got the easier job,
D) Look, do you want me to drive?
You're obviously not used to city
traffic conditions.
E) It's alright, | know exactly where we are.
We'll be onto the motorway soon.
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You are baby-sitting for a friend. You
have promised to show the children a
video after they've eaten their meal.
However, during their meal they start
misbehaving and playing with their
food so, warning them, you say:

A) If you don't eat this properly, you
won't see the film!

B) I'm sure your mother doesn't allow
you to do this.

C) Be quiet and eat your dinner
without playing with it!

D) I'm looking forward to the video,
aren't you?

E) 1won't come and baby-sit again if
you aren't nice!

. You are on holiday, visiting an ancient

monument. You are walking around
when you see a couple of other tourists
wandering onto a forbidden, dangerous
area of the site. They obviously didn't
see the sign. You want to warn them
and say:

A) It's people like you who cause
damage by going onto places that
aren't ready yet.

B) Excuse me. | don't think we're
allowed on that part because it's
too unstable.

C) Hey! Can't you read? You know you
can't go over there.

D) If you ignore the danger signs, you
can't blame anyone if you get hurt.

E) Excuse me! Can | ask you not to walk
there? We're still trying to make it safe.

You have just got your holiday photos
developed but there's been a - mix-up
and you have been given someone's
beautiful wedding photographs instead.
You want yours! You go back to the
shop and say:

A) 1wonder if you'd mind swapping
these photos for some other ones.

B) Everyone in the family wants copies
of them.

C) These aren't quite right. Could you
develop them again, please?

D) You've made a mistake. My photos
were of the seaside.

E) Look, aren't these wonderful —
what a lovely bride!
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You are at a wedding. The service is very
long and your young children are getting
restless and, to your horror, starting to
whisper loudly. When the music starts,
you turn to them and quietly beg them:

A) |'won't bring you again if you don't
start behaving properly.

B) How can you be bored or fed up on
such a happy occasion?

C) Please try to keep quiet — it'll be
over soon and then you can go
outside.

D) I'm getting a bit bored myself,
actually, so we'll go in a couple of
minutes.

E) Excuse me, would you mind being
quiet? I'm trying to listen.

Your mother has just announced that
your grandparents are coming to stay
next week. Your house is very small, so
it'll be a squash, but you're delighted and
say:

A) Great, it's always fun when they
come to visit, however little room
there is.

B) Well, I hope that doesn't mean
they're going to sleep in my room!

C) So soon! Their last visit wasn't all that
long ago.

D) Brilliant! I'll be away all that week!

E) They're welcome to visit, but do we
really have enough room?

You walk out of your house and just near
the step you find a purse full of money.
There is no sign of the owner so you take
it inside and, wondering what to do with
it, say to your mum;

A) Look! I've just found that purse you
lost.

B) | suppose | should take it to the
police station this afternoon.

C) People are so careless — the owner
doesn't deserve to get it back.

D) Do you think | should phone the
owner and tell him?

E) Do you know who this purse
belongs to?
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31. As your elderly but active mother gets
older, she is becoming less able to look
after her large house. You are sure she
needs help, but she is fiercely
independent and very sensitive to any
implication that she can't cope. Making
your suggestion gently and tactfully,
you say:

A) You know, a lot of old people would
be grateful for help, so you are
being a bit unreasonable.

B) | know you don't want a cleaner, so
I'll have to come in every day and
help you myself.

C) I'm sure you think you can cope
but you must accept that a cleaner
would do a better job.

D) Why don't you come and stay with
me? Then you wouldn't have any
housework to do at all.

E) Perhaps if someone came to do just
the cleaning Jobs, then you would
have more time for your hobbles.

w
N

. One of your friends has always wanted
to try bungee jumping. Now the
opportunity has finally come. Just as
your friend is about to jump, he turns to
you and tells you that he is afraid and
doesn't want to do it after all.
Personally, you would never bungee
jump, but your friend has wanted to do
it for such a long time. You encourage
him forcefully, saying:

A) It's a pity because you really wanted to
do it.

B) You shouldn't feel bad about being too
afraid.

C) I wouldn't do it if you paid me a million
dollars.

D) If you don't do it, you'll never forgive
yourself.

E) I wish you'd thought of that before we
came here.

33. When you woke up this morning, the
weather was beautiful, so you and your
family decided to go to the beach.
However, now that you are ready to go,
there are grey clouds building up in the
sky and it's looking as if it might rain.
Everyone is feeling a bit discouraged,
but knowing how changeable the
weather is in your part of the world, you
say optimistically:

A) | can't believe it was so beautiful less
than an hour ago.

B) I don't think it'll be much fun sitting in
the rain.
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C) Why does this happen whenever we want
to go out?

D) Those clouds will be gone by the time we
get there.

E) | think we should stay at home and play
cards instead.

You've just returned from a shopping trip,
when you realise that you've lost your
bag. You're in a complete panic as there
are many important things inside it. You
try phoning the last shop you were in to
see if you left it in the changing room
there. When the manageress tells you
that they have got it, you say with a sigh
of relief:

A) Oh, that's annoying. I'll have to come
back into town to fetch it.

B) Everything had better still be in that bag,
or there'll be trouble.

C) Thank goodness, it's still there. | was
afraid I'd never see it again.

D) You must have known it was my bag.
Why didn't you call me?

E) Thanks so much for calling. | hadn't even
realised that I'd lost it.

You're driving on the highway with a
friend. Suddenly, a sports car comes out
of nowhere at a very high speed and
overtakes you, narrowly missing an
oncoming car. Alarmed that the driver
could have caused an accident, you turn
to your passenger and say irately:

A) You're aroad hog! Go back to driving
school and learn how to drive properly.

B) Did you see that incredible car? I'd love
to buy myself one of those some day.

C) Wow, that was fast! He must be trying to
get to an appointment on time.

D) I'm so sorry, but there was nothing |
could have done to prevent the accident.

E) What an idiot! He's going to kill himself
or someone else with that reckless
driving.
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You've been having problems with your
car. You take it to a garage and they
give you a very high quote for doing the
work, so you decide to try to repair it
yourself. You spend the whole weekend
working on the car, but eventually you
manage to sort out the problem.
Afterwards, you tell your father what
happened, saying proudly:

A) 1wish | could afford to buy a car that
doesn't need repairing all the time.

B) | wasted my whole weekend repairing
the car and now I'm exhausted.

C) If I'd known how much work it was
going to be, | wouldn't have done it.

D) I fixed it all by myself and didn't have
to pay the mechanic a penny.

E) Can you have a look at my car and tell
me what's wrong?

. One of your classmates is very upset

because she's received a low mark for
a composition she wrote. She is
convinced that this is because the
teacher, Mrs Bell, doesn't like her, and
she wants to approach the principal
about the matter. You've read her
essay, and you think that the mark is
fair. While trying not to hurt her
feelings, you reason with her, saying:

A) |think you were really lucky to get the
mark you did, because your essay is
full of basic mistakes.

B) Even if Mrs Bell didn't like you, | don't
think she would let her feelings
influence the mark she gave.

C) If I were you, | would go and see the
principal immediately and let her mark
your essay instead.

D) The real problem with Mrs Bell is that
she always gives higher marks to her
favourite students.

E) Why don't you just go and speak to
Mrs Bell privately and ask her why she
is treating you so badly?
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38. You have a new colleague at work.

You've been given the task of training
him and are trying to show him how to
use one of the computer programs he
needs to know. Although you've just
explained the process several times, he
is clearly still very confused. It's taking
up a lot of your time, but you say
patiently:

A) Don't getin a panic. I'll go through it
all again very slowly.

B) If you think this is difficult, you're
going to have a lot of problems.

C) Why didn't they hire someone with a
background in computers?

D) You should have got this by now. It's
not very complicated.

E) Perhaps you should just practise on
your own — I've got work to do.

39. Your brother has recently written an

exam. Before the exam, he was leading
a busy social life instead of studying.
Now he has just learnt that he has
failed the exam. When your mother tells
you this, you respond
unsympathetically, saying:

A) It serves him right. He shouldn't
have gone to that party the night
before the exam.

B) Ican't believe he's failed. He was so
well prepared before he took the
exam.

C) What a shame! He is so clever that
I'm sure he could have passed the
exam easily.

D) | hope he isn't feeling too bad about
it. Exams aren't the most important
things in life.

E) |Ifeelreally sorry for him, even
though | know he should have
worked much harder.
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40. You are baby-sitting the neighbours'
child, Tim, for the first time. After
you've been there for about an hour,
Tim says that he doesn't feel well, and
he looks as if he may have a fever. You
call his parents on their mobile phone,
and taking care not to alarm them, say:

A) You've got to come back, I'm afraid, as
I'm not prepared to look after a sick
child.

B) I don't want to bother you, but could
you tell me what your doctor's number
is, please?

C) Please come home immediately and
look after Tim, because he's feeling
terribly ill.

D) I'm sorry to disturb you, but Tim is
feeling slightly unwell and I'm not sure
what to do.

E) If you were good parents, you would
take care of your sick child instead of
going out.
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